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ABSTRACT

The North Pacific Research Board (NPRB) and the National Science Foundation (NSF) have
joined together to initiate a comprehensive, 6-year research effort aimed at understanding
ecosystem processes in the eastern Bering Sea (EBS). Seventy United States university, state,
and federal research scientists are involved in a project to address issues including climate
forcing, oceanography, lower trophic ecology, and fish, seabird, and mammal ecology, to try
to. better understand and predict how the Bering Sea ecosystem may respond to climate S ;

by change. igure 2. Depth-stratified samples (a) and late larval walleye pollock (b) collected with
our project component focuses on the o : ESS during early summer BEST cruise in the eastern Bering Sea.
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During the NPCREP cruise, ELH stages of walleye pollock, Pacific cod, and arrowtooth ;‘
| flounder were targeted. Highest rough counts for Pacific cod were observed in Unimak Pass
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Figure 3. Rough counts of larval Pacific cod (G. macrocephalus) and walleye pollock
(T. chalcogramma) collected durlng the NPCREP survey in May 2008.
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Figure 4. Rough counts of larval Pacific cod (G. macrocephalus) and walleye pollock
(T. chalcogramma) collected during the BEST survey in July 2008.

Months Targets

May MOCNESS, Bongo, Neuston Eggs: walleye pollock

sled Larvae: walleye pollock,
Pacific cod, ATF
BEST June/July |MOCNESS, Neuston sled Post-larvae/juveniles:
Walleye pollock, Pacific cod,
(ATF)
MACE  |July Midwater trawl, acoustics Age-1 Juveniles:

Walleye pollock
BASIS  |August/ Surface trawl, midwater trawl, |Age-0 & age-1 juveniles:
September |acoustics Walleye pollock, Pacific cod
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