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The Regional Advisory Board (RAB) is responsible for overseeing the Local and Traditional Knowledge (LTK) Component of the Bering Sea Integrated Ecosystem Research Program (BSIERP). This program is funded through the North Pacific Research Board (http://bsierp.nprb.org/), conducted in cooperation with the Bering Ecosystem Study (BEST), funded by the National Science Foundation (http://www.arcus.org/bering/, or http://psc.apl.washington.edu/search/BEST/BEST.html). Partner communities are Akutan, St. Paul, Togiak, Nelson Island, Emmonak, and Savoonga.

The RAB is composed of the researchers involved in the LTK Component, including community coordinators, principal investigators for each community, and those responsible for specific parts of the project such as harvest surveys, data management, modeling, and managing the whole project. Decisions are to be made by consensus where possible, recognizing that some research details may vary by community to meet specific community interests. 

The RAB’s responsibilities are:

· To plan and design research activities to ensure that research results from the different communities can be compared with each other and, where possible, with the results of prior research
· To coordinate LTK activities with other BSIERP and BEST research for maximum mutual benefit through exchange of information and collaborative analysis and interpretation

· To oversee the analysis and interpretation of LTK results and collaborations with other BSIERP and BEST research activities, including determining how to make best use of available funds for comparing, integrating, and synthesizing results across projects

· To provide support for community research activities by connecting community researchers with one another, by connecting communities with researchers studying topics of community interest, and by helping communities find other expertise and information they seek
· To help other BSIERP and BEST researchers find communities that have an interest in their research activities and results for the purposes of education, outreach, and collaboration

· To identify the need for additional research activities and funding and to determine how to seek such funding and create additional activities

The RAB will meet annually for the five years of BSIERP and will also hold regular teleconferences. Members are encouraged to communicate with each other often throughout the project.

