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The Bering Sea Integrated Ecosystem Research Program Local and Traditional Knowledge Component is funded through the North Pacific Research Board (http://bsierp.nprb.org/), conducted in cooperation with the Bering Ecosystem Study (BEST), funded by the National Science Foundation (http://www.arcus.org/bering/, or http://psc.apl.washington.edu/search/BEST/BEST.html).
What is the Community Advisory Board?

Fundamental to the success of the project is the commitment from each partner community (Akutan, St. Paul Island, Togiak, Nelson Island, Emmonak, and Savoonga) to provide personnel resources for the Community Advisory Board (CAB) who will guide this project.  Three to five persons will be selected to make up each of the CABs. The Community Coordinator will also be a member of the CAB.  Persons who would be encouraged to participate in the CAB would be individuals who have demonstrated an interest in traditional foods, environmental and resource protection and community health.  Skills or social roles which would benefit the CAB include elders, youth, local health care providers, traditional food hunters and gatherers, tribal council members, environmental advisors and educators.  There is a stipend for those who decide to participate in a CAB.  
What is the role of the Community Advisory Board?

The Community Advisory Boards (CAB) is responsible for overseeing the Local and Traditional Knowledge (LTK) Component of the Bering Sea Integrated Ecosystem Research Program (BSIERP) in each individual community.  The Community Coordinator will be responsible for organizing and conducting the meetings of the CAB and for providing updates to the CAB and their Tribal Councils regarding project status and progress.  The CAB’s responsibilities are:

· To assist with the planning and design of the tools to document, characterize, and quantify local harvest practices and changes thereto.
· To assist with the planning and design of the tools to document and characterize local understanding of Bering Sea ecosystem structure and function to allow comparison with biological understanding and sharing of knowledge between both ways of knowing.
· To assist with coordinating LTK activities with other BSIERP and BEST research for maximum mutual benefit through exchange of information and collaborative analysis and interpretation.
· To assist with providing support for community research activities by connecting community researchers with one another, by connecting the community with researchers studying topics of community interest, and by helping the community find other expertise and information they seek
· To identify the need for additional research activities and funding and to determine how to seek such funding and create additional activities

How are people selected to be on the Community Advisory Board?

The Community Coordinator, working with their Tribal Council, will be responsible for selecting members to sit on the CAB. 

Meeting of the Community Advisory Board

The CAB will meet as often as needed and at least quarterly for duration of research activities in each community under BSIERP. Members are encouraged to communicate with each other often throughout the project.  Decisions are to be made by consensus where possible.  There is a stipend for those who decide to participate in a CAB.

