ArcCatalog – tips for templates and choosing what to update.

Metadata creation and editing tools are included in ArcCatalog.

Advanced tools and customizations (such as specifying which parts of the metadata record to automatically update) can be downloaded from the ESRI ArcObjects website: http://arcobjectsonline.esri.com/  

select “Samples”, “Metadata”, “Tools”, see “Advanced Synchronization” or “Set Synchronized Properties”

Import existing metadata to use as a template:

Click on “import metadata” button, 

browse to existing metadata record in XML, TXT, or SGML formats.

Make sure “enable automatics updates” box is unchecked.
Use one of the tools below to specify which parts of the metadata you want updated from data.
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ArcCatalog:  Advanced Synchronization

File:


AdvancedSynchronization.zip

Description:


This sample implements the ICommand interface and is intended to be used within the ArcCatalog application. This sample takes the approach used in the "Set Synchronized Properties" sample one step further. It provides advanced metadata professionals, who thoroughly understand the FGDC standard and the ESRI Metadata Profile the ability to turn synchronization on and off for specific metadata elements. 

All elements in the metadata of the first selected item in the Catalog are presented as a hierarchical tree. The FGDC elements which ArcCatalog is capable of updating automatically appear with bold text. Click an element to change whether or not its value is synchronized. Turning on synchronization does not guarantee that the Catalog will be able to update that element's value. 

How to use: 

1) Register the custom tool with the ArcCatalog application. To do this, start ArcCatalog, click the Tools menu, and click Customize. 

2) In the Customize dialog box, click Add from file. Browse to the compiled AdvSynch.dll and click Open. The Add Objects dialog box shows which components were added. Click OK. 

3) Click the Commands tab. Select Metadata Samples in the Categories list. Drag the Advanced Synchronization command from the Commands list and drop it on any visible toolbar. 

4) Close the Customize dialog box. 

5) Click the Advanced Synchronization command to edit the metadata of the first selected item in the Catalog. 
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ArcCatalog:  Set Synchronized Properties
File:


SetSynchronizationProperties.zip

Description:
This sample implements the ICommand interface and is intended to be used within the ArcCatalog application. You may want to use this sample after importing metadata that was created outside ArcCatalog; the imported metadata won't be updated with the current properties of the data. When you click this command a dialog appears presenting the FGDC metadata elements that can be updated by the Catalog. The check boxes reflect the current status of the metadata; check or uncheck elements to change whether or not they are updated automatically. Elements that are disabled don't exist in the metadata. 

The FGDC metadata elements which will be updated have an XML attribute named "Sync" whose value is "TRUE". For example, <networkr Sync="TRUE">, where networkr is the FGDC element containing the current location of the data. When the metadata is "synchronized", the Catalog updates the contents of the Sync="TRUE" elements with the appropriate properties of the data. For example, if the four bounding coordinate elements have Sync="TRUE", the metadata will be updated with the current extent of the geographic features. If the title element has Sync="TRUE", it will be updated with the item's name; the title will change when the item is renamed. 

Setting an element's Sync attribute to TRUE does not guarantee that it will be updated by the Catalog. For example, if raster information was mistakenly provided for a shapefile the Catalog would be unable to update that information. Similarly, extent information can't be set for projection files, etc. 

How to use: 

1) Register the custom tool with the ArcCatalog application. To do this, start ArcCatalog, click the Tools menu, and click Customize. 

2) In the Customize dialog box, click Add from file. Browse to the compiled SynchUp.dll and click Open. The Add Objects dialog box shows which components were added. Click OK. 

3) Click the Commands tab. Select Metadata Samples in the Categories list. Drag the Set Synchronized Properties command from the Commands list and drop it on any visible toolbar. 

4) Close the Customize dialog box. 

5) Click the Advanced Synchronization command to edit the metadata of the first selected item in the Catalog. 
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