Another factor that will play a role is the presence of sea ice, which would rule out (large-
scale) commercial fisheries whatsoever. Not only would fishing operations simply not be
possible but commercially interesting fish stocks may not even occur under sea ice. An
interesting question is therefore which parts of the Arctic Ocean will be without sea ice
first. Reference is in this context made to Figure 3 below, whose images show ice age -
a proxy for ice thickness - in 2007, 2008 and 2009 as well as the 1981-2000 average.”'
These images seem to suggest that seasonal melting of sea ice will be much more
prominent in the Pacific sector of the Arctic Ocean compared to the Atlantic sector. This
could mean that new Arctic fisheries could develop first in the Pacific sector, including in
the high seas portion.

Figure 3

#1 Credit: National Snow and Ice Data Center (<nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews>), courtesy C.

Fowler and J. Maslanik, University of Colorado at Boulder. 2009 saw an increase in second-
year ice (in blue) over 2008. At the end of summer 2009, 32 percent of the ice cover was
second-year ice. Three-year and older ice were 19 percent of the total ice cover, the lowest
in the satellite record.





